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Brian Hollstein: Bill, just a couple quick things at the front to identify the tape and
what have you, and then we can start in talking.

William T. Baker:  All right.
Hollstein: My name is Brian Hollstein. Today’s date is th8 asAugust,
2004. I'm speaking to William T. Baker on the telephone and he is

in Sun City, Arizona.

Bill, what was your date of birth?

Baker: | was born May 5, 1912. On a farm near Mexico, Missouri.
Hollstein: Okay. You were destined then for Latin American work, huh?
Baker: May | throw in a couple of things here real quick?

Hollstein: Sure.

Baker: It was very lucky for me to a certain extent, because I\Wai;s fhe

same as July"™in Mexico.

Hollstein: Right.

Baker: So during the eleven years there, | had a holiday on my birthday
every year.

Hollstein: That's the best of all. Good.

Baker: The worst part about it was, when | started leaving and going out

of the United States, passports, of course, whether they were
special or diplomatic, still showed my birth as being in Mexico,
MO, Mexico, Missouri.

Hollstein: Right. 1
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The old passports, the impression thatdetd State Department
went over a portion of it, so it just looked likevas born in
Mexico. And | had all kinds of trouble lots of t&® getting back
into the United States.

I'll bet.

Well good. You've sent me the copyright releasenfand the
only thing | would mention with that is that thieebsn’t prevent
you from talking to other people certainly aboutiyexperiences
in the SIS. And it only refers to the actual carsation that we're
having here today.

Very good. I've always been rather closemsth about
everything that happened with SIS, and | still aelined to be
that way, but I'll try to give you a reasonableue® as you go
along with your questions.

Okay, great. The only thing we askhiattyou not mention the
names of informants and no cover companies. Ndioreof
cover companies that might have been used.

And then one of the other things that we havegraeanent with
the Bureau on is that we would not talk about qurmeformation
in cases that are ongoing.

So that’s pretty easy.

Since all the people that I've dealt wite dead.

Well, well, it is a while ago now.

You bet ya.

When did you come on duty with the FBI?

| came on duty with the Bureau in 1935 agyat clerk in St.

Louis, Missouri. | had graduated from college, &mds in St.
Louis at the time.
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| had taught school for a while after getting ofitollege, but then
came the big Depression, so | decided | better bam®ething else
to do.

So | returned to St. Louis, Missouri, where mygpdis were and
looked over the newspaper, just trying to find stimmg to do.

| saw an advertisement in the St. Louis paper plaeement firm
which was looking for a rapid typist who would bélwg to work
at any hour of the day. And | applied and whentltg the
placement bureau, | found out it was the FBI thas Yooking for
typists.

What do you know?

| became a night clerk typist in 1935. kLate, in St. Louis, | was
made chief clerk.

| started going to law school, as soon as | slaserking at night.
| went to law school in St. Louis, graduated frawIschool, then
became an agent in 1940.

Uh-huh. 1940. Uh-huh. Okay.

Actually | forget what, what month it wasitlt was 1940.

You entered on duty and went down fairting.

Yes, went to Quantico, of course.

Uh-huh.

And | think | was, | forget now, I think thealled it Quantico
number “one.” They started numbering them ag#imvas way

down low in the numbers at Quantico.

They cut down due to the world situation and stoetl the
number of weeks that training was required.

Uh-huh.
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And ours was not exactly synopsized, bwiai$ at least cut down
by two or three weeks.

But anyway, when | got through there, my firstiaéfwas
Oklahoma City, OK.

Uh-huh.

And | was there for a few months. Laterlomas sent to Houston,
Texas. And by that time, the world situation wa#tigg a little bit
rugged.

Yeah.

With World War Il coming on in '41. So weeve married, my
wife and | were married in December of 1940.

And then in February of 41, we were shipped tefuRico. And
| say shipped. But on a freighter. By the way,p&éd our own
way then.

Yeah, those were tough times in thosesda hey required all of
these moves to be paid by the agent, didn’t they?

We even had to make up our own berths ofréighter that took
us to Puerto Rico. It was a passenger ship, didrty Lines.

The top deck was loaded with lumber. There wiaig @afe
onboard and it contained caps and the entire hakifull of
dynamite.

Oh, my goodness.

A very lovely trip. On top of all that, tleewas a strike going on in
New Orleans when we got the ship. When we boattieg,gave
us pillows and some pillowcases and sheets andréét or so
forth, so we had to make our own beds. That wadeginning of
life.

We arrived in Puerto Rico, San Juan, Puerto Rico.
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Uh-huh.

As you know what happened in December of Kjlist happened
to be on duty on Sunday, when | got a call fromBhesau saying
we were at war.

Uh-huh. What was San Juan like at timag?

Well, San Juan was a friendly place. Myewifould sit out on the
beach, where we had our little house. You coultk\wawn to the
oceanside and see American ships being bombard€eiman
submarines. We were that close.

Wow. Were you out in the Condado atreae somewhere?

No. It was right on the main island itself.

Uh-huh.

Right, right in San Juan proper.

So, later on, we lived in Santurce, if you know Saan, know
anything about Puerto Rico.

Yeah, | lived there five years.

Oh, you were?

And worked there.

Our office at the time was in the Banco Rapluilding.
Right, downtown there.

So we were pretty close to that place.

Uh-huh.
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And most of my work there was a little dittaminal, but it was
mainly investigations of sabotage. | guess thegthinat |
remember that | spent the most time was interregdtalian ships.

Uh-huh.
And writing up their condition and so forbgcause they were all

sabotaged in the port there and taking the peopbecustody and
this sort of thing.

Uh-huh.
So that was the main thing that happen@&ierto Rico.

So when you rode on this freighter fafiidynamite, it was just
before the war?

Yes. They were building up their resourceBuerto Rico.
Uh-huh. Uh-huh.
Especiallyhe U.S. was.

What, now just as a matter of curio$dy me, what was old San
Juan like at that time?

Old San Juan at that time, it was an intergplace. The hotel
that we stayed at was practically across the street the Banco
Popular.

Right.

And things were not dreadfully expensiveofte were friendly.
Do you know Spanish?

Yes, | do.

You do. Well, it so happened that the finstrning after we got
there, | heard somebody saying loud, real loudinfay chinos,
cinquenta centavos.” (Spanish for 50 cents.) Athdught my
goodness. Are they selling Chinese girls? Sa Wwappened, |
looked down and there was somebody selling oranges.
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That's right. Yeah.

There are certain words down there that'ttem same in other
places.

That'’s right.

But that’s neither here nor there.

| remember my wife was a little bit concerned witlegy took us

to the hotel from the ship. In fact, they had mdoad the ship
before they unloaded us because of the natureeafdtgo. But the
captain was very kind, decided to have a birthdayyor

Marjortie on that day because it was her birthdiayvas February
the 2%

And they had fruit punch and the cook made a caiké it was
very, very nice.

The only other passengers on there, besides ngrsalMarjorie,
were ten Jesuit priests. And after a while, sofrteepriests were
wondering just exactly what all was in that fruitnezh that had
been fixed up, but they just had some pretty stsinfj.

Meals, if you ate out, were quite reasonable. yMeuld usually,
instead of water at the table, when you first sat have
something else that was stronger.

Uh-huh.

As a compliment of the house. Things wereg expensive.
Uh-huh.

But | thought there would be a little bitreSentment and that sort
of thing with American law enforcement in Puerte®ibut there
wasn't.

Uh-huh.

That's what | noticed at that time.
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Yeah, well, when | was down there in ¥©265, old San Juan was
kind of rundown.

Yes.

We were stationed there at Fort Brook.

We finally got a little apartment out in 8ance. Right across from
the air base. But it worked out. My wife hacctome home
before | did. They brought her home, | think itsas the end of
1941.

And | know after she came home, | was there fotlzr year
before they took me back to the States.

How come they sent your wife home, joistause of wartime?
Yes. Things got pretty rugged. Thingsetty rough.
In San Juan, in Puerto Rico?

See I'm talking wartime, the biggest troutblat San Juan had, it
depended on the water for everything.

Uh-huh.

And the German submarines, they took adibnft think you
remember or knew of the different ships that caoteod New
York, but there was a U.S., NY line, “Borinquen’ighand a
number of others sunk.

Uh-huh.

Passenger liners that had been going betiveenYork and
Puerto Rico for years and years and years. An&Gtrenan subs
wiped them all out.

Oh, boy.

So this was sort of the beginning of whajlthhave been the end.
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Yeah, yeah, and who knew what the finisds going to be for
sure.

It certainly was up for grabs.

So you were in San Juan then for a coyphrs.

Yes.

And what happened?

And then they sent me back to the UniteteStaWe hadn’t been
back in the States, oh, for | guess less than ahreord they sent
me to Washington.

Uh-huh.

And they said they wanted to send me to iISpathool. And |
thought well this ought to be nice. So we wereagfarred to

Washington, and | went to Spanish school.

And | was trying to think the other day, the naniéhe instructor,
but | just can’t do it.

Joe Santoiana.

Joe Santoiana, you're right. | don’t knoswhong he stayed
there, but he was our instructor.

Most everybody went through with himater on, he was my SAC
in Tampa.

Oh, he was?
Yeah. Nice guy.
So anyway, let's see, where were we?

Well, you were going to school therem@antoiana.
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Well, I thought it was going to be a nicarfor five weeks, but
after a couple of weeks, Santoiana kicked me bigt.said you
don’t need to go to Spanish school. | had takean&p in high
school. And had had quite a bit of language waorkallege. And
after being in Puerto Rico and so forth, he saufrgoout of here.

Then | was taken onto SIS in an undercover capémitthe first
time.

Uh-huh.

So that gets us up to about 1942, | guess.

Okay. And where did you go with the 8IS

First | went to Honduras.

Uh-huh.

| really don’t think | accomplished anythimgHonduras. | was
only there three or four months, as | recall. Andas more of a
learning process than anything else.

Learning how to and practicing what we had gomeugh with in
training for the job, from the standpoint of appmiage
communication, how to communicate, and a few thikgsthat.
What kind of training did you actualletfor the SIS?

Well, here’s where | want to be pretty gaher

Okay, well there’s codes and ciphers?

There was one thing, of course, being ablerite a letter in code.
That in general was one thing.

Uh-huh.

How to decipher things that would come bagleans and ways of
doing it. And et cetera, et cetera. But that thasmain thing.

10
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Okay. Was there any specific trainingritelligence collection?

At that time, no, that is, | wouldn’t say. s@ he instructions when
we left were not too specific. Pick up whateveu year and let us
know. Was more or less what it was.

| see.

Once we got a request to check up on songetm an island
nearby. And the only way to get there was in #,sks you might
say. It had a sail on it and it wasn’t any bigtiem a big canoe,
but it took all night to get there.

Wow.

And there was just one guy operating thibaai and yours truly.
And over we went. But we did get to find out wtta answer to
the problem was over there. We got back and gatitfiormation
back. But that was the most, that's the most e&pee | had or
the things that really stand out of anything tregpiened there.

| was only there a few months.

Uh-huh.

And some of the first few offices that S&itspeople out on, it
was more to get, as best to get your feet on thengt and sort of

get oriented than it was anything else. And | daéde that.

Well, this island you went to, was kdi Roatan or one or those in
the bay?

To the best of my recollection, it was a kwidage on one of the
Islas de la Bahia (Bay Island) but it was not Roata

Just in general, what was the job ohere?

It was to determine whether someone had lbgeg at a certain
place in Honduras during certain years.

Uh-huh.

11
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And they were interested in the individuadassel.
Uh-huh. Okay. After Honduras, then yoere reassigned.

Well, 1 was back on home ground for a siarite. Then in
'43...1 have jotted these dates down. | kept al$ thackground
information until we moved from our big house imnSCity and |
got rid of it all at that time. But my wife andhave tried to come
up with dates and these dates are as general egnwvemember
them.

And the first one was to Colombia.

Uh-huh.

That is in the open.

Uh-huh.

And was there for, oh, | guess, almost a.yea

Uh-huh. Where was that in Colombia?

Worked at the embassy at Bogota. Yes. Miosty work was in
the office. And it had to do with the translatiofreports that
came in from informants.

Uh-huh.

And others who were assigned there. Itfaathe purpose of
getting as much information on the German espiosggEm as
possible. The Germans were trying to finance alevlod of their
espionage activities in Latin America through takef emeralds.
Uh-huh.

Which Colombia is famous for. And | woslay that the bulk of
the work that | had during the time | was there wasping tab on

that business and tracing funds and this sortingth

Uh-huh.

12
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Baker: In their handling and how they were tryingekport them out of
the country and this sort of thing.

Hollstein: So you must be a bit of an expert theremeralds.

Baker: No, but the only thing that ended up waswifg said if | worked
so much on emeralds, | could just bring her one.

Hollstein: Well, it's a fascinating product there.

Baker: It was really an investigation of the meahereby the German
espionage agents were trying to get funds for gésgronage.

Hollstein: Did you deal any platinum?

Baker: No. No. Idid not.

Hollstein: There was a lot of platinum smuggling.

Baker: Oh, yes.

Hollstein: But it was going | guess from the wodkere, back in the bush,
out to Ecuador, | gather.

Baker: Yes, | heard about that.

Hollstein: Yeah, but you hadn’t had any dealinggvit?

Baker: No, our work was mainly in the field of Geaxmespionage
involving transportation and transactions in thastigular trade.

Hollstein: Uh-huh. Were there any actions takemterdict the trade, to stop

them?

13
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Baker: Well, not by the United States, but throligison with the local
authorities.

Hollstein: Uh-huh.

Baker: And that was the only way we could work urithe
circumstances.

Hollstein: Okay. Now that would mean having to pawyservices, | assume?

Baker: Beg your pardon?

Hollstein: You had to pay for services with theipe) | assume?

Baker: No. No, bits and pieces of information tbtame in, no the
Colombian authorities at that time, thank God,aswt an opium
den or a drug place. The relations between théed8tates and
Colombia were very good.

Hollstein: Oh, | see.

Baker: And so the immigration people there werepeoative.

Hollstein: Okay, good. And you were there for, hiowg was that did you
say?

Baker: Oh, it could have been a year.

Hollstein: Uh-huh.

Baker: Almost a year, | think, because later azgrhe back and was
assigned to Dallas, Texas.

And | was really sent to Fort Worth and my wifeddrgot a little

house full of furniture and our first apartmentttive were able to

settle down in for a little while.

And then the next thing | knew, they sent me tgeftina.
Hollstein: Oh, boy.

14
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And | think that was in '44.
Uh-huh.

There | got my feet wet in the handling atatting the handling of
informants.

Uh-huh.

German informants. And | learned a bigdassDon'’t ever trust
one.

Uh-huh.

But it was an interesting experience. mkhiwas it Reagan that
said trust, but verify. And no truth was betteerespoken.

Uh-huh.

Because there was a lot of Germans in Anggnt

Oh, sure.

Finally, in 1945, was the first time that wife was able to join
me. She got down a year later. Because afterahd=gancisco
conference, Victor “Vic” Keay, | guess you knew whe was, |
don’t know.

Vic Keay?

Vic Keay, yes. He was in charge of SIS whemas there.
Uh-huh.

“Vic” called Marjorie and told her that, natat the San Francisco
conference was over, she could get ready to gey $ant the
documents and so forth and so she joined me inrdirgee And

that was quite a day.

Oh, sure.
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Argentina has the rules in driving on theets, just like they have
in London, you know, you drive on the left sidetloé¢ street
instead of the right-hand side of the street.

Oh, | didn’t know that.

And they drive the same way in Argentina. h8lp me God, the
day she got there was the “cambio de maay, which means
change over to the right-hand side of the road.

And | think she was scared to death before waaotir
apartment, when trying to get there from the airp&ven the taxi
driver was a little bit confused, wondering whatsvgming on.

Yeah.
But it was a great experience.

Wow, | used to travel down there andoger to Montevideo and
at the time | was going down there, you could these old cars
that were in use from the ‘30s and the ‘40s.

Uh-huh.

And they all had, now that | think of ihey all had right-hand
drive.

You can imagine the person with a right-hdnde, driving on the
right-hand street.

Oh, yeah, yeah, that's a problem. W&hat happened with this
informant that you learned the lesson from?

Well, he was utilized and so forth, but,dan, information that
you get, of course, informants feel like, at leastexperience that
| had with informants, that is most of them. Mas=xiit was
entirely different. But there, in Argentina, thiaspught that the
biggest story they could provide you, even thougythad a basis
of some little information and so forth, they'd toyenlarge upon
it.
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Hollstein: Uh-huh.

Baker: You just never could believe the whole stamg you just had to,
well, you just had to go back and dig and dig aigdanhd find out
what the truth was.

Hollstein: Yeah.

Baker: It wasn’t an easy task.

Interesting thing, one informant that we had thare girlfriend
was a showgirl. His girlfriend was a very gooeid of Eva
Peron. And Colonel Juan Peron became Presidetd whiwere
there. So that turned out to be an interestingasdn, contact
wise.

Hollstein: Sure.

Baker: We lived in an apartment right downtown #mel headquarters for
Peron was in the same immediate area and so itovdened off
to the general public.

Hollstein: Uh-huh.

Baker: And we always had to show our diplomaticeafdiplomatic ID
card) to cross the boundary to get to our own apant and to go
to work. But it worked out. It worked out to artzn extent
anyway.

Argentina, | think, was our favorite spot, verysompolitan.

Hollstein: Yeah, it's a beautiful place, and thesse good times too.

Baker: Oh, yes, they were excellent times, andomudn’t beat the food.

Hollstein: Yeah, yeah. If you like steak for brést, lunch, and dinner.

Baker: Yes!

Hollstein: You had no problem at all.
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Baker: Just go in these huge refrigerators, theiwealk-in refrigerators in
restaurants, you know. And you just point outgtue or half of
the beef that you wanted your steak taken from.

Hollstein: Well, now, there’s a famous story aboné of our SIS people
having a dance with Eva Peron. You're not the gug,you?

Baker: | certainly am not. I'm the worst dancethe world.

Hollstein: Okay.

Baker: So, but she had a very interesting backgtoun

Hollstein: Yeah.

Baker: Which we’d better not discuss, you know.

Hollstein: Well that's a well-known background. dbyou have any actual
contact with Peron?

Baker: No. None whatsoever.

Hollstein: Now at this point, you were in the emas.

Baker: | was in embassies all the time after |@jtombia. | mean,
beginning in Bogota, Colombia.

Hollstein: Uh-huh.

Baker: Yes.

Hollstein: Okay. And then you did have undercgyeople though out in the
out in the field there and what have you, yeah.

Baker: Right.

Hollstein: How many SIS people were there at threetin the embassy?

Baker: Are you talking about Argentina?

Hollstein: Yeah, uh-huh.
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| don’t know. It seemed like to me thereldo’t have been more
than ten or twelve and that included stenos, aaddfal attaché,
and all the rest of us.

Uh-huh.

| don’t think that there was more than aetozIf that many.

So it’s a pretty tight crowd then.

Oh, you bet ya.

Yeah. And how long were you in the esdbathere?

| was there, | guess, it was closer to tearyg than anything else,
but I know | went there and | was there a year wkl@njorie came
down and | don’t know what year. You know it whs tyear
Franklin Roosevelt died — 1945.

| attended his memorial Mass in Buenos Aires. Awas alone at
that time. | mean, Marjorie really hadn’t gottemadh there yet.
And | know that that took place while we were thet was
surprised to see so many people there. The cathsds full.
They were outside. They were all over the neighbod. It was
rather an interesting, interesting sidelight.

Oh, yeah, yeah. You know, considetimgt they had been sort of
reluctant members of the allied forces. Certaiitligok them a
while to decide to go on our side.

Yes. |think they were pretty pro-German.

Uh-huh. There was a large German pdpuiahere.

Not only that, there was a large Italianydapon down there.
Right.

That’s what made it, | guess, a cosmopofiane.

Oh, sure, and the Brits were there too.
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Hollstein:
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Hollstein:
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Oh, yes. The Brits | think ran a much tegtghip in the
intelligence field than we did.

Is that right? Did you have much comtath them?

Never. Never. No. Nor with CIA.

| see. Well, I'm just thinking now, d@u remember how the
electricity was set up in Buenos Aires? | remenat@ne time
there were sectors of the city and, and each haepihat was
generated by the British, Italians and Germahsst an odd little
sidelight anyway.

So you were where then during the windup of the?wa

Yes, | was there and the San Francisco cemée was in 1945,
wasn’t it? It was in 1945, because it was in 18%4 Marjorie was
able to join me there. And we were there for alevthereafter.
Uh-huh.

Because | didn’t get to my next assignmehtch was directly to
Nicaragua, when we left Argentina, and I'm pretiyeswe were

there in 1946, but | can't be for sure.

At that time then, were you turning oviee SIS operations to
CIA?

In 1947, 1 did that. | think that was thaimreason they sent me
to Nicaragua as legal attaché.

Oh, okay. So, it wasn’t in Buenos Aiteen?
No. It was in Nicaragua.
Okay. And anything else we should kralvout in Buenos Aires?

Well, no, not that comes off of the top of head. | don’t guess
I’'m giving you very much information.
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Well, I'm just thinking now. You weretrthere during the Graff
Spee incident? That was considerably before yae tere?

Yes. We had one of our people arrestedewhilas there.
Oh, really.

Incarcerated a while.

How did that come about?

Well, | think he was turned in. | don’t kmo | really do not know.
Not much information was ever put out about it.

Uh-huh.

But he was not incarcerated very long. Bi& dpotten right into the
middle of something that was quite important to@eman spy
organization which the Argentine police were caltgfwatching.
And | think they tipped off somebody, who in tuipped off the
authorities at the beginning and that’s what leHisoarrest, but it
was pretty well taken care of. There wasn’t anpligity about it.
That’s good.

That was that.

Do you know what the nature of the opierawas? That he was
arrested on?

No, | do not.
Uh-huh.

You know, while | was SIS, you didn’t knomotmuch about what
the people in the next office was doing.

Right.
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There wasn’t a great deal of interminglimgmowledge about
different cases. There were no particular procesiar
instructions were ever given to the contrary orthimg like that.
Or to bring such a thing about, but it just so repsgal.

Sure.

As the people just kind of kept their mositlut about what they
were doing.

Yeah. Now, what was the nature of yaork now? Were you
interested in German espionage?

In Argentina?
Yeah.

That was my entire job while | was therdwe handling of
informants who had contact with the German comnyunit

Uh-huh. And had there been much retivigg on their part, the
German community, while you were there?

Mainly, | think most of it was before | gbiere.
Uh-huh.

But | think that we put a dent in some pbiit | don’t know how
much, but at least some of it.

Uh-huh.
As things turned out.

Uh-huh. Were you around at the time wheme of the SIS
people were identified and, and were made persongrata?

In Argentina?

Yeah.
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No, sir.

Uh-huh. Okay. At one point, | guesfuach of them were
deported or left hurriedly, let's put it that waldye to some sort of
a breach in security.

Well, 1 don’t want to compare Argentina takistan, but, you
know, there were, | think a lot of, even now, hthias we look at
it, now | think in their intelligence service orrgies, there are
those that are pro-western and those that areprerislamic.

Right.

And | think we had the same type of a thongy under different
circumstances in Argentina.

Uh-huh.

There were some law enforcement people wdre wn one side
and there were certain law enforcement people ¢vaty in the
same organizations, that were on the other side.

Right.

And | think that continued a good ways altimgline until during
the close of the war. | guess they saw how thpscivere going to
fall and the entire government decided they wodést to side
with the allies.

Uh-huh.

And so | think that is what happened, bdib hot know.

Sure, sure. Okay, so you left Argentina

| was transferred immediately to NicaragAad Nicaragua was a
rather quiet place to be. But the main thing Iwas, | guess

about the only real job | had there, was to clgsshop and turn
the safe and operations over to representativ€dAf
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Hollstein: Uh-huh.

Baker: That happened in 1947, if | recall correctly

Hollstein: Uh-huh, and what kind of people wereythe

Baker: Well, they weren’t very talkative.

Hollstein: Uh-huh. At that time, they were CIA?

Baker: Yes, sir.

Hollstein: Yeah, at, because there was an, annmter

Baker: Just like they are, just like they are now.

Hollstein: Yeah. No, there, no, there was an intggroup there, | think.
Well, it was, | guess, it was just a transitiomfir@SS.

Baker: Actually, there was only one person thatdltdwith.

Hollstein: Uh-huh.

Baker: There were two there before | left, butihkhthere was only one,
one person that | actually dealt with, as | recall.

Hollstein: Uh-huh.

Baker: It was back a good long while ago.

Hollstein: Yeah. What was Managua like at thaethm

Baker: Well, they say, you know, you remember tlilesong, Managua’s
a beautiful spot.

Hollstein: Right.

Baker: Forget it.

Hollstein: That was written by Nicaraguans.
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Must have been. A can of peaches, a dedlaenty-five cents.
Food was very meager. Imports were almost owtaéh. There
were not many things that were served.

Uh-huh.

It was kind of a rough life, for both on mvife and myself, but
mainly on my wife.

Uh-huh.

In the bathroom at our house, we had theag@s (tanks). | don't
know if you ever heard of a tinajas or not, butythee big things
that are on top of your house, you fill them uphmitater during
the daytime, or at night, and hope that you’ll heameugh water
left there when the day is over. And half the timve didn’t.

Somoza was the president there, the presidentaafrdijua. And
his two sons were running the country, as you msglyt | think
they were in West Point, when we first went there.

Yeah, they, at least one of them wertulgh West Point, yeah.

| think one of them did anyway.

Yeah.

But we attended quite a few diplomatic Soaftairs naturally
while we were there. | was on very good terms whthchief of
staff of the place, that turned out quite nicely.

Uh-huh.

But anyway, we went to a birthday partytfee president, at his
invitation. Marjorie danced with the sons and aaif and | tried
to get around, but my dancing is not too hot. &gyway, be that

as it may.

The Bureau didn’t hire you to dancehti®
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Right, but sometime during there, the pesidame up and, and
Marjorie introduced herself and so forth. And hada the mistake
of asking her how she liked Nicaragua.

And she says, well, it would be all right if 'dder have enough
water.

Uh-huh.

She said we are right at the bottom of thehd the presidential
palace is up there on top of the hill. She sagsagine you have
plenty of water up there, but we sure don’'t dowlowe

Oh, he says, you don’t. She said, no. Do yoyagse you could
let some of it loose once in a while so our tirega fill up?

It was all in good spirit and so forth and he laed, but so help me
God, | tell you one thing, our tinaja was never gngiter that.

Isn’t that something. Well, you waninsething done, you go to
the top, right. That's right. That's terrific.o®iow long were you
in, in Managua then?

| was there | would say, | don't think | wiagre more than a year
all total.

Uh-huh. Okay.

And then back to my favorite office, Phoenix

Uh-huh.

At the end, | know that we got there, it wa&}7.

Came back in '47. And we were there less than| don’t know,
nine months or so. And we got notification to gaNashington,

D.C.

And they sent me on a police school to Mexico.d Amat took
about, | don’t know, six to nine months, | guesstiwat one.
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Uh-huh.

I'll tell you what, it was an interestingsegnment, but | knew then,
as much as well as | know now, that it's goingatketa whole lot
more than words and training and everything etseyer change
the mentality of the Mexican police officers.

They'd been getting their “mordita.you know what that is?
(Mordita is a “bite,” slang for a bribe.

Yeah, little bites.

...for so long, that it's going to take a relahkeup, or there’s
never going to be a change in the general cormgatiges of their
police. In spite of what they say.

Yeah.

Now I'm talking about the run of the milllpe there in that area.

Right.

Districto Federal — that is. Mexico Cityinisthe Districto Federal,
usually written D.F. (Federal Districto).

Yeah.

Be that as it may, but it's the truth anysay

We made many friends in Mexico and amongst thesgple, the
worst, | think the worst thing | had to do thereswa make a long
commencement address in Spanish to the graduatidgrds. |
don’t mind talking one on one, but talking fromtage with two or
three hundred people out there, you're wonderingthér you're
getting across or not, of course.

Oh, sure.

So that was that.
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Oh, yeah, but they appreciate it thougten you speak their own
language and even with funny pronunciation.

That was harder work than grinding it outhe States.

After the police school was over, they let us cdraek to the
States again and we came back to Phoenix agaid.w&nvere
there just long enough to get a house and getntdied right,
then the next thing you know, we were sent to Wagtbn, D.C.,
when | wasa supervisor there, on the espionage desk.

Uh-huh.

And we were there until, | believe it was tiext year, and they
sent us to Mexico City, as the assistant legathé&a And we were
in Mexico City then roughly from 1950 to 1957.

Okay.

We left Mexico and came back to Phoenix967. We loved
Mexico City, enjoyed it very, very much.

What was the nature of the work dowrréhat that time?

Well, it was a real combination. Everybddy different
assignments. And one agent just almost entireikadon car
thefts and con men.

Uh-huh.

I had under my bailiwick criminal work as e security. And |
had the job of running two informants, an older raad his son.
The best informant they ever had, throughout MexXmaoking for
U.S. Army deserters.

Uh-huh.

They had quite a story about an insuranogpeny they worked
for that they were able to get information and@etof town.

But | bet you they located fifty to seventy-fiveagibe, maybe more
deserters.
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Deserters that had come back to Mexicowtnat were of Mexican
descent and lived in the United States legallyidegally, but that
was one thing that kept us busy.

We had also the Socialist Party of Mexico, themenunist party.
Uh-huh.

And we had a mighty good informants in tleeganization. In
fact, he was a member of the police. He furnighedthly reports
as to activities and ambitions and so forth of tirgianization and
that was one thing that | rode herd on while | Wese.

Uh-huh.

One of the biggest things, | guess, thapaapd while my wife

and | were there, | think everybody took part pfabk part in it,
including the wives. That is Giall, you remember who he was?
Gus Hall was Secretary General of the CommunigiyR#A. He
was captured in Mexico by local authorities andltbgat staff.

The biggest event while | was in there.

Uh-huh.

Of course, it was done through the locaicgobut with our
running interference from our office, of coursettwi
communication and everything else. And he wasquakp in
Mexico City and through the cooperation with thexidan
immigration authorities, got him back to the Statébat was one
of the biggest things that happened while | wasethe

Huh! That's pretty big.
That made the papers.
By the way, really, the other thing | had washad a couple of

informants who were very, very interesting peoplée won’t say
how they got there or anything.
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It was a man and wife. They weren’t leftishey weren’t even on
the fringe, but boy, oh boy, they really found thnhgs.

And the reasons they came there and were seet\ees the fact
... do you remember the so-called Hollywood Seven?

No, to tell you the truth.

Albert, Albert Maltz and some of the otheallidwood bigwigs
were very pro-communist in leaning and activitiad aelped the
communist party.

Okay.

And they start after them in the statesrandt of them came to
Mexico. And so this couple was able to really inite their little
group while they were here and that turned ouetarinteresting
assignment as well.

Yeah. Had they been, the Hollywood Sevead they been
plotting or anything like that or just hiding oubne or less?

This is correct. They were, | mean, | thinky really went down
there more or less as refugees.

Uh-huh.

To keep from finding themselves in the pokethe United States.
Right.

And they still tried to carry on some ofitheectivities after they
got down there. And that’s where our couple way beneficial

in letting us know what they were trying to do, wtteey were
trying to do in the States.

Uh-huh, sure.

And what they were trying to do in Mexicalaso forth.

Right, right.
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They were pretty quiet in Mexico.
Yeah. How did that all end up?

Well, some of them, you know, were sent ladke United States
at the end of the war.

Uh-huh.

Some of them went to jail and some didn't.

Uh-huh.

| don’t know what they got them on, someetgb subversive
activities or what. But, you know, there were sdbcommunist
sympathizers that never did really get prosecuteariything.
Right.

They were just watched to see what they deneg.

Sure.

And | think that was the main thing that vgagng on with this
particular group.

Uh-huh. Now, Mexico City has traditidlyabeen a place for...
Well, you know, only God knows how many pleagown there
have been various artists, who have been veryanfial in the
communist party.

Sure. Diego Rivera.

They were the first ones that the membeteeHollywood Seven
were contacting after they got there.

Incidentally, we also had, while there, anothapcivas shipped

out of the United States as an informant, and bk essons from
some of the people you are talking about.
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Oh, is that right?

As an artist.

Uh-huh.

And as a result of a contact with him, he aa artist himself. He
was really a good painter. As a result of hisnfdighip with us, he
got Marjorie to go up one day on the top of thef mfaur
apartment and so he painted her portrait. Wehsgtitke it in our
front room.

Oh, wonderful. Wow, what a nice memento

Yeah. Marjorie says she doesn't like it, in@nds are too big.
Well, 1 know, you know, this has been a loss ofdtifor you but
it's been interesting.

Well, it's great for me. No, this isaléy worthwhile.

| have other things to tell you, but, | meiduere’s no use in
bothering with giving the rest of them.

Well. You know, we never know what wdude of interest to
historians in the future.

Well, you know, my wife and | almost had arminteresting life
after we came back to the States and retired.

Uh-huh.

Doesn’t sound right, does it?
Incidentally, traveling around in Latin Americaountries in those
years, knowing that all your furniture is goinga® boxed up, you
know, in crates.
Our one thing that happened after we left Nicasagm fact, we

never did get our own furniture in Nicaragua. dver did get there
from Buenos Aires.
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But anyway, it finally some of it got to tB¢ates and got to us. |
don’t know how long it was, maybe a year, two yeaonething.
After we got home, my father in St. Louis, got d ram a
shipping company. He was asked whether he kngerson by
the name of William T. Baker. And Dad said, “Yegjst happen
to.” And they said, “Well we got a dresser thatésen sitting down
here on the docks for so long.” And he said, “©hé thing we
can find is sort of a name that says Baker ondt@n Louis.” And
he says, “Do you know anything about it?” And bgss “Well, |
know their dresser has been missing for over sirthmand so it
could be theirs.”

Well, it was sent on and we finally got it. Bditest we got it, we
found out where they had put it in the wooden aateey hadn’t
been too careful about the boards that were ownftipso they just
nailed right on down into it. And we still haveattold dresser,
but, of course, it has been refinished. Butdtsnewhat of an
heirloom.

Well, a real memento.

Absolutely. The other memento was a whaledb of pitchers that
my wife had collected in all these countries anel Iskd quite a
few before we left the States. And they were badglass
pitchers.

Uh-huh.

So we had a whole barrel of them. Of cquaseshouldn’t have
been moving them around.

Well, when that barrel of pitchers got back to theted States,
there was not one pitcher that wasn’t broken. Seide of that,
everything turned out well.

Yeah. Well, you can sure get beat We lived very frugally
ourselves. The first ten years we were marriedmeeed nine
times.

Oh, by the way, | forgot to tell you.
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Yeah.

That'’s the only reason | was able to getrimdr Back in 1940.
| was able to make thirty-two hundred dollars, thirty-six
hundred dollars, | guess it was, or was it thivtyp thirty-two or
thirty-six hundred dollars in 1940 when | becameagant.
Good money.

Well, sort of. And | felt like we were makj enough to get
married, so that’s how we happened to get married.

Yeah, they were never overly generous wie pay.
No, | should say not.

Yeabh.

| guess they were a little bit more so latein life.

Yeah. It's gotten much better now ayai) know, the guys are
living pretty decent.

However, | retired in 1962 and so | havexactly been on a
gravy train. But I've been retired over 30 yea&s|'m not
unhappy at all.

Yeah. Yeah. And you’re enjoying it doere?

Oh, yes, very, very much. Are you interésteanything after
leaving the Bureau?

Well, what happened to you, yeah?

| retired in 1962 in August and in Septem@62, went with the
Boeing Company in Seattle.

Uh-huh.
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As a staff officer in their corporate setydffice. And later on, |
was sent to Wichita as manager of security in WachAnd was
with the Boeing Company from 62 to 1974. Sd.#v4, | retired
again.

Not bad, two retirements.

And then we came on back to Arizona and &abed ourselves
for about a year.

And in 1976, we were contacted by IESC. You knawvat that is?

No.

International Executive Service Corps. Thwveye actually
operated out of Washington, D.C. And they werelsen
consultants and individuals from the United State®ad to
various countries, who had certain expertise itagefields, to
assist developing countries. And it was a pathefState
Department operations and it was part of the Aldgpam. It was
a volunteer program.

Uh-huh.
But all expenses were paid.
Not bad.

I mean full expenses, food, lodging, evangtwas paid. And you
weren’t out a cent.

And we had four different assignments with theffnom 1976
until 1983. All these assignments were approxifgdtar
months.

Okay.

Actually, they were a little bit more thdmat.

Mainly training and, and consulting, fruh
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Yes. And it was in the security field, ofucse, mine was. And |
was sort of lucky. | had had the industrial seguwside, through
the Bureau, that type of security and then | hagsiglal security
through Boeing. As a result, it was not too bad.

You're a double threat on that then.

Double threat, yeah. And we were sent faoshe Monrovia,
Liberia, West Africa, Port Authority.

They were just bombarded with theft. There wast fhieves all
over the place, and so they were looking for soeip im trying to
come up with procedures to improve their securg. we were
there for a while.

And you know, this is sort of interesting. | wlagéd sometimes in
the vicinity of stevedores, working at the Portnddet’s say a
sack of rice dropped or something from one of tieches that
were lifting it up and would fall on the groundfail on the deck
of the ship...

Uh-huh.

These peons would stop and grab as mudteafde as they could
and put it in their pockets. Those people wereghyn

Yeah.

Of course, | indicated to the authoritiethatPort that they were
going to have a revolution on their hands sometirtteey didn’t
do something about it. And, of course, they didm'hk anything
would ever happen, because Liberia at that timestrthsun by
the successor to Tutman. His successor, and henwascontrol
and so forth. And these were all really descerddahéx-slaves
from the U.S.

U.S., yeah, that's right.
Who were running the government.

Uh-huh.
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Well, they were at odds with all the tripalople who lived there.
And you know what happened to Liberia later.

Uh-huh.
So it was quite an interesting assignment.
Oh, yeah, yeah.

The next assignment was in Belarizonte, Brazil. A company
that had developed a whole lot of procedures irhtrelling of
different types of semiprecious metals, titaniunagmesium, et
cetera, they were trying to protect all of thefiormation that they
had gathered. They wanted some sort of a systeapsa charge-
out system or something set up, so that they doyl keep
control of it. They didn’t think they had very gboontrol of it at
that time.

They were building a new factory way outthaf BeloHorizonte
in a place called Montes Carlos, Brazil. And thathere we were
stationed, way in the middle of Brazil. It wasoad ways from
nowhere.

It's a pretty area though.

Oh, yes. Brand new factory and they watdeskt up security
procedures for the factory and also how to set gpaad force,
which we worked on.

And they wanted to set up a factory, where it ddag divided in
two sections and where the employees in one sestiorid never
know what was going on in the other section.

Uh-huh. To compartmentalize it, yeah.

Yes. So that there would be an absolutaraéipn, which is
something | hadn’t run into before. So that toakecof that in
Brazil.

And then the next year we were sent to Adana, dyranother
four months that we enjoyed quite a lot.
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Talk about a variety. My goodness.

And this time it was a textile factory. Kay at that time was
trying to wean itself away from the security appasahat was
directed just about everywhere by the Turkish Army.

Uh-huh.

And they were trying to set up personal sgcarganizations.
This huge consortium, textile factory, was thetficstake the bull
by the horns and try to do it. | tried to help adittle bit.

Then to Medellin, Colombia and that was the tirfierahe drug
lords had come in.

Yeah, that's a tough town.

A private security company wanted some &s®ie to beef up its
operations. They were operating not only in Bogbt4 all over
the country and wanted to improve communicatiords@erations
throughout the country. This in spite of existargg lords and
terrorist groups.

Every day, whenever they came to pick me up aokl tee work
and so forth, they took a different route. It vgasnething.

We had a lot of trouble there when | vaaXerox.
Oh, you did, really?
Yeah, yeah, with the drug lords and wimate you.

There were other individuals, such as tharpditary or so they
say, and who knows what or who'’s on whose side.

Yeah.
But that ended that. | finally retired frdBSC, Marjorie says. |
was engaged with the Red Cross activities frometbarhere in

Sun City, and I retired from there. And now hesari talking to
you.
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Well, this is a lot of retirements.

You bet ya. I'm sorry. | think you got alti of the wrong guy to
talk to about what's gone on in the past.

No, I think I did very well on this imte@iew. Thank you.
Yeah, I've been out to Sun City a while ago. Mw svorked in
Phoenix for a while.

Oh, he did? Does he work here now?

No, no. He’s in San Diego now. He tkieout there. It was
warm. That was the main thing.

Warm, it's not warm here. It's hot.

Well, he needed some heat, when he w#sei Army, he was up
in Alaska for three and a half years and then Ineecaack to the
States and went to college in Wisconsin. Then heedaack here
to Connecticut and worked here for awhile.

How long were you with Xerox?

Me, eighteen years.

Oh, really.

Yeah. Yeah. A good long time.

We had a very, very good friend. You weentioning that you
had trouble in Colombia.

We had some wonderful friends in Bogota, Colomlfime was
Jerry Schneider who represented a cosmetic fire baiely
escaped being kidnapped on three occasions. ad¢here
during the time when they were grabbing peoplelarding them
for ransom, kidnapping and so forth.

Oh, yeah.
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And he really had a time there. He wasethein, several years.
His company had the same problem there that yaoeidsy@u had
when you were there.

Oh, yeah. We never had, well at leastolombia anyway, we
never had a successful kidnap, but it was a constamy
throughout.

It was an annoyance to say the least.

It could end up with some really serigueblems too, but, thank
goodness, we made it through.

Look, I'll run along. Thank you very much, BillThis has been
terrific.

What I'm going to do now is we’ll have copies ofstimade. We
will give it to a person, a Bureau person to traifws; a former
Bureau steno. She will get it transcribed. hsl it out to you to
look at. And, you know, sometimes these thingsiwyu look at
it in written form, you'll say, oh gee, | wish | damentioned this or
that or whatever, you know.

| wish | hadn’t said that.

Well that too. That's a reasonable thin

And we’ll have you look at it, so you can see hibgoes. Very
often there’s some spelling problems, you know, wlzeve you

with people not familiar with the Spanish.

And then after that, we take it to the Bureau aedl go through
the pre-publication review, and then away it goes.

What area handles that at the Bureau?
In fact, | have a letter right here frahe guy. He’s Government
Response and Pre-Publication Review Unit, Recordsadgement

Division. Those are the guys that do it. In faetas just down
there last week and we submitted our first ongHerreview.
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And then off to a university library. &have just finished
discussions with Georgetown University and Univgref
Virginia, both of whom are interested.

And now we’re going to have to make some decisa® what
we do with the archives. And then it will be aahile.

How many interviews have you had, Brian?

Oh, we’re pushing fifty now. Of whichaybe more than twenty
are SIS people, so we've done very well.

Anybody over ninety-two years of age?

Only one that | know of now. He’s nigéive.
And who was that?

Emmett McNamara. Inthe New York Metnea.
Where did he go over?

He worked up in Maine. And then backhe New York Office in
the ‘30s.

Uh-huh. Boy, he was before my time.
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